Fairness, more than any other cognitive mechanism, is what explains the content of folk-economic beliefs.
We applaud Boyer &amp; Petersen's (B&amp;P's) article on economic folk beliefs. We believe that it is crucial for the future of democracy to identify the cognitive systems through which people form their beliefs about the working of the economy. In this commentary, we put forward the idea that, although many systems are involved, fairness is probably the main driver of folk-economic beliefs.